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2019 has been another remarkable year for AVANCE-Houston; we experienced many successes 

and this could not have happened without the unconditional commitment of the Board of Directors, 

staff, our friends and supporters.  We are very fortunate to see the impact our programs make in the 

families we serve, and we greatly appreciate all of you for making them possible.  

Each year we continue Inspiring Dreams, by helping our parents and children discover their true 

potential; as we create pathways for them to achieve their academic and personal goals.   

This has been another fulfilling year for us with many accomplishments, including the launch of our 

AVANCE-Houston Alumni Ambassadors (AHAA) program, designed to reconnect with our 

alumni.  Speaking to some of them and seeing how far they have come over the years, upon leaving 

AVANCE, has been rewarding.   In this report, you will learn about the impact of our programs; the 

inspiring story of a 1994 AVANCE graduate who is now a medical doctor. Stories like hers, only 

ignite our motivation to continue moving forward fully committed to delivering the highest quality 

services and continuing to build strong partnerships to better serve parents and children in our city. 

Thank you for embarking on the journey with us of Unlocking America's potential. 

MESSAGE  FROM  LEADERSHIP 
 Dear Friends, 

Luz E. Flores, MNP
Executive Director

Saul Valentin
Board Chair



2,388 452 108
Child Care Partnership 

408
(Retreats: Winter, Spring & Summer)

265 14

82

80

129

GE
Graduated 

Served

Graduated 

Served

H E A L T H Y      M A R R I A G E

E A R L Y     H E A D    S T A R T

3,830

(Strong Families, Strong Communities)

P A R E N T    C H I L D 
E D U C A T I O N    P R O G R A M

Early
Head Start

A
B

C

Head Start
Adult

Education

Healthy
Marriage

Parents are the First Teachers, 
Home is the First Classroom

OUR MOTTO

OUR  
IMPACT

(                  )  Child Care Partnership II
  In start-up phase

TOTAL SERVED (Excludes CCP II)

(Includes Aldine ISD)

H E A D    S T A R T

2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9

3



HIGHLI GHTS
INSPIRING DREAMS 2019 - RUNWAY OF SUCCESS AND GOLF TOURNAMENT RAISED NEARLY $200K 

FOR GED AND PARENT-CHILD EDUCATION PROGRAMS

HEALTHY MARRIAGE 

PROGRAM WAS 

COMMENDED AND RATED 

AMONG TOP IN THE 

NATION 

Honoree: Dr. Stephen Klineberg

Emcees: Khambrel Marshall & Kingston Bean

Runway Community Leaders

Chief Eddie Zuniga & Aspiring Service 
Member, Khaled

Presenting Sponsor: AMBASSADOR

THANK YOU GOLF TOURNAMENT SPONSORS



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HONORED BY THE 
NATIONAL HEAD START ASSOCIATION

Luz Flores was recipient of the Paper Plate award for 
exceptional advocacy for Head Start programs and early 
childhood education. 

May 01, 2025

Having met the NAEYC Early Learning Program Standards,

Avance Houston, Oxford Head Start

( 726744 )

605 Berry Road, Houston, TX 77022

is hereby awarded NAEYC Accreditation by NAEYC Accreditation of 
Early Learning Programs

Preschool

OXFORD HEAD START EARNED NAEYC ACCREDITATION-
RANKING AMONG THE TOP IN THE NATION

The center received a 5- year re-accreditation by National Association for the 
Education of Young Children. Currently Jensen Drive is also accredited. 

AVANCE-Houston ranked 
#14 in the Houston 
Business Journal's list of 
Largest Houston area 
charitable organizations

CELEBRATED MEMORABLE
GRADUATIONS 

LAUNCHED THE AVANCE-HOUSTON 
ALUMNI AMBASSADORS PROGRAM 

The group currently has 400+ members; 
graduates of one or multiple AVANCE 
programs - they will serve as advocates 
and help advance the AVANCE mission. 
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Ÿ Parent-Child Education Program
Ÿ GED Program 
Ÿ Healthy Marriage-Strong 

Families, Strong Communities 



Mrs. Gloria Ayala enrolled in the AVANCE Parent-Child Education Program (PCEP) in 1994, bringing along, her then 2-year old 
daughter, Pamela.  While mother attended parenting sessions, little Pamela was participating in the early childhood education 
classes.  

The program equipped Mrs. Ayala with the essential tools and knowledge that helped her become her daughter's first and 
most important teacher; and she learned how to support her academically beginning in the early stages of life.

After completing the nine-month program, both, mom and daughter graduated together and walked across the stage to 
receive their certificate of completion. This marked the beginning of an exciting journey filled with commitment and many 
dreams for both of them. 

Pamela continued with her studies with a great deal of support from her parents. She graduated in the top 15% of her class at 
Bellaire High School and attended the University of Houston Honors College. Then graduated summa cum laude with a B.S. in 
Human Nutrition & Foods. Later, attended McGovern Medical School, and was matched to the Memorial Family Medicine 
Residency Program. Upon completion in 2020, she plans to work in under-served, Latino communities like the one she was 
raised in. 

AVANCE ALUMNA, NOW, MEDICAL DOCTOR

Inspires Dreams of AVANCE Students

D R .  PA M E L A  AYA L A

OUR  SUCCESS

“When I first heard about this program, I knew it would provide my 
children with a good head start in their education.”



Now, 25 years later, Pamela has returned to AVANCE to inspire current students to pursue their dreams.  This year, she served 

as keynote speaker at the PCEP graduation, shared her story at the 30th anniversary gala, and also walked the runway with an 

AVANCE preschooler aspiring to become a medical doctor, like her.

Y E A R S

ANN IVERSARY
1988-2018

“Harvard University's Center on the Developing Child found that in the first few years of brain 

development, over 1 million new neural connections are formed every second. AVANCE captures 

children's minds in this critical stage of development. They laid the foundation for my academic career 

by cultivating my mind. AVANCE gave my parents the tools to set the stage for lifelong learning. From 

my dad's GED to my MD, together, we made it further than any of us expected.”    - Dr. Ayala

“Dressing toddlers in caps and gowns is more than a photo opportunity. It's a 
glimpse of the future. It's the promise of a child's potential. It's the 
affirmation for the parents that they've given their child the best start.” 
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THANK YOU HOUSTON 
FIRE DEPARTMENT

for supporting AVANCE 
families for the last 5 years!

CenterPoint Energy
Grocer's Supply
Enbridge
Lockton Companies
The Mission Continues

Shell
University of Houston Downtown
DuPont de Nemours, Inc.
ExxonMobil
Carina Benavides-AIG 

CORPORATE VOLUNTEERS 

Shell

The Mission Continues

Dupont

Enbridge

V O L U N T E E R S

1100+
H O U R S



FINANCIAL  OUTLOOK

2018 2017

TOTAL  L IAB IL IT IES 
& NET  ASSETS 

$2,744,128

$2,4 75,626

$32,980,911

$32,4 71 ,678

TOTAL  REVENUES

2018 2017

2018

2017

TOTAL  EXPENSES

$32,936,033

$32,336,080

F Y    2 0 1 6 - 2 0 1 7   |   2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8
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 200,000+ 
United Way of Greater Houston
 $10,000 - $50,000 
The Brown Foundation 
Sharp Electronics Corporation 
Pasadena Independent School District 
American Business Machines
Ambassador Services, LLC 
Chevron
Centerpoint Energy
Imelda Relief Grant
David & Claudia Gee Vassar
 $3,000 - $5,000 
Challenge Office Products 
Collaborate LLC 
Charles Brogna 
Benavides & Serrano PLLC 
Ron & PJ Oran
Longevity Development Partners
Capital One
Luz Flores & Michael Baerga
Exxonmobil Foundation
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Littler Mendelson P.C.
Indo-American Charity Foundation 
Swatantra Jain 
Comerica Bank 
Kaplan Early Learning Company 
Triangle Brookhollow Partners
 $1,000 - $3,000 
Houston Community College
Chevazz Brown
Houston Center For Literacy 
Mangum Educational Center
Larua Hannusch
Conoco Phillips 
Jose & Sylvia Villarreal 
Donna Wheeler
Univision
Robert & Nancy Tenczar 
John Hess
Quasar 
Cindy Tran 
Ed Dezavallos 
Eduardo Casas
MD Anderson
Mike & Angela Wallace
Saul Valentin
Vanitha Pothuri
Daniel D'Acquisto
Buckeye Partners, L.P.
Enbridge Foundation
Energy Edge Consulting
Integrity Credit Corporation
Jose Jimenez

Mary Jane Sanchez Gomez
Paul & Katherine Murphy
Robert & Dorothy McCallister
Carel Stith & Bonnie Hellums
Platinum Premier Global Equity 
Shawntae Nix
 $1,000 - 
Chevron Human Kind Employee Engagement Fund
Lakeshore Learning Materials
Smanuel Gonzlaez
Hiram Contreras
Elizabeth Pudwill
Keith Argueta
Mary Teresa Granillo
Nicole Mczeal Walters
Casey Holder
Adam Weaver
Gloria Sanchez
Sam Pineda 
Alejandro Lozano
Alexandria Southworth
Sam Serrano
Tania Almazan
Carla Danbury 
Dave Heitzer
Elida Gonzales
Susan Thomas
Thomas Hedrick
Vic Phuong 
Demetrius Navarro 
Anne Thomas
CVS
Maria Yerena
Nadia Hernandez
Teesha & Raymond Peeples
Amy Corron & Authur Pike
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Amazon Smile 
Antionette Montgomery
David Mosley
Dorothy Caram
Judy Webb
Lily Le
Modesto Garcia
Pamela Ayala
Robert Gillebaard
William Hotze
April Parra 
 $100 - 
Bruce & Melanie Johnson
Bruce Rideaux
Diane Patin
Donna G. Alexander
Ingrid Molina
Isidora Rosales

Jaira Duque
Janely Diaz
Raymundo & Gloria Moreno
Carina Benavides
Michele Fraga
Pete Garcia
Jim Rogers 
Jr Charles 
Nakia Edwards
Tony Sekaly
United Way Of Greater Philadelphia/ Southern New Jersey

Ben Moreno
Kornel Rost 
Chase Brogna
Martha Rost
Safeway Good Neighbor Program
Surender Talwar
Evelyn Bean
James Rehfield
Minh Trinh
Olivia Manwarren
Pablo Lozano
Usban Delgado
Alexis Catt
Armann Brown
Shinji Kusunoki
Tsunoda Kazuo
Adriana Gonzalez 
Alyssa Stevenson
Anthony Black
Catherine Clary
Doyle Waller 
Juan Garza
Rosnayi Arismendi
Sai Kong Wong
Stephen Levey
Amanda Ferrari
Elaine Xiang
Emily Daigle
Filipe Barbosa
Jose Peyrano
Julie Harvey
Mathew Ovenden
Mike Gregory
Peter Nguyen
Ria Gerger
Rikki Raflo 
Romain Fleuri
Tomotaka Kawabata
 Major In-kind Donations 
Houston Fire Department 
Good +  Foundation

THANK   YOU   SPONSORS 
Thank You Major Sponsor: 



ACRES HOMES
6719 W. Montgomery
Houston, TX 7091
713-694-1619

BAMMEL ISD
17309 Red Oak Dr.
Houston, TX 77090
281-891-8150

BROWNING HISD
607 Northwood
Houston, TX 77009
713-869-1684

DEKANEY ISD
22351 Imperial Vly Dr.
Houston, TX 77073
832-868-0045

EICKENROHT ISD
15252 Grand Point Rd.
Houston, TX 77090
281-891-8840

GOLDEN FOREST
5750 Golden Forest 
Houston, TX 77092
713-682-9146

HOLBROOK CFISD
6402 Langfield Rd.
Houston, TX 77092
713-462-4423
   
JENSEN DRIVE-HS/EHS
2702 Aldine-Westfield
Houston, TX 77093
713 742 8952

KRUSE-EHS-CB/HB
400 Park Ln
Pasadena, TX 77506
713-534-0350

LEWIS ISD
3230 Spears Road
Houston, TX 77067
281-891-8733

LINCOLN PARK
790 West Little York
Houston, TX 77091
281-448-3600

LOOSCAN ISD
3800 Robertson
Houston, TX 77009
713-696-2760

MANGUM-HS/EHS
4503 Mangum Rd.
Houston, TX 77092
713-686-5228
  
MT. HOUSTON-HS/EHS
11703 Eastex Freeway
Houston, TX 77039
281-219-2256

NORTHSIDE -EHS 
1209 James St.
Houston, TX 77009
832-831-4889

OAKWOOD
7211 Oakwood Glen
Spring, TX 77379
281-370-9665
 
OXFORD
605 Berry Rd.
Houston, TX 77022
713-694-8994

TEGELER- EHS
4949 Burke
Pasadena, TX 77504
713-740-0412

WALTERS RD.-HS/EHS
11910 Walters Rd.
Houston, TX 77067
281-919-2931

WESLEY-EHS
1417 Noble
Houston, TX 77009
713-227-4300
 
DACOMA II
4301 Dacoma
713-812-0033 Ext. 248

KRAYOLA KIDZ-CCP
2200 Spears Road, Suite 108
Houston, TX 77067
281-537-5454

WESLEY-CCP
1410 Lee St.
Houston, TX 77009
713-821-8920

AVANCE-H O US T O N  L OCAT IONS

DACOMA 1 - ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
4281 Dacoma
Houston, TX 77092
713-812-0033

ACCREDITED  CENTERS

AVANCE-Houston Alumni Ambassadors (AHAA) -  CONNECT, ADVOCATE & EMPOWER
To learn more email us at alumni@avancehouston.org
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OUR MISSION
Unlocking America's potential by strengthening families in at-risk

communities through effective parent education and support programs

Saul Valentin, Board Chair
Collaborate Architects

David Vassar, Vice Chair
Rice University

Shawntae Nix, Treasurer
Enbridge

Pooja Amin, Secretary
CenterPoint Energy

April Parra - CenterPoint Energy
Chevazz G. Brown - Jackson Walker, L.L.P.
Laura Hannusch - Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Evelyn Bean - Past Head Start Parent
Mary Jane Gomez - School District Administrator, Retired
Carel Stith - Attorney at Law, Carel Stith
Carina Benavides - AIG
Dr. Vanitha Pothuri - Paladin Healthcare Solutions
Keith Argueta - Argueta CPA Firm
Robert Tenczar - CFO Consultant
Ana P. Salinas - Energy Edge Consulting
Sheryl J. Jimerson - Jimerson Tax and Accounting LLC
Dr. Nicole McZeal Walters - University of St. Thomas
Durwesh Khalfe - Platinum Premier Global Equity
Rogelio Marroquin - Leadership 360
Ron Oran - Foley & Gardere LLP (Ex-Officio)

LUZ E. FLORES
Executive Director

LEADERSHIP TEAM:

Antionette Montgomery - Chief Administrator of EHS/HS, PCEP, & Organizational Support 
Cindy Tran - Chief Financial Officer

Washington Jackson III - Chief Administrator of Support & Partnerships Officer
Janet Deleon - Chief Development & Communications Officer

Myra Jones - Sr. Director of Human Resources

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS

www.avancehouston.org

4281 Dacoma   I  Houston, TX  77092
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